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The Shack  -  By Wm. Paul Young 
aŀŎƪŜƴȊƛŜ !ƭƭŜƴ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΩ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ aƛǎǎȅΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀōŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
vacation and evidence that she may have been brutally murdered is found in an abandoned 
shack deep in the Oregon wilderness.  Four years later in the midst of his Great Sadness,  
Mack receives a suspicious note, ostensibly from God, inviting him back to that shack for 
a weekend.  Against his better judgement, he arrives at the shack on a wintry afternoon and 
ǿŀƭƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǊƪŜǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŜ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ aŀŎƪΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎΦ 

1.  The Shack came highly recommended by a colleague and comments reproduced on the  

bookôs front and back covers suggested reading it could be a life-altering experience, so my  
expectations were high and I was prepared to be disappointed.  Surprisingly, I wasnôt.  I read it, without pause, in one long,  
emotional afternoon, often re-reading passages to further contemplate the issues raised and, from time to time, I have  
continued to reconsider the original concept.  Being accepting of the idea of paranormal, supernatural, higher power, alternate  
universes, the unexplained (call it what you will) I had no problem absorbing the bookôs pivotal theme.  My only minor disappoint- 
ment lay in its logic which did not always track but occasionally required blind faith.  Yet this did not detract from my overall  
satisfaction.  ñThe Shackò is an extraordinarily compelling tale, exceptionally well told, and I, too, warmly recommend it to anyone  
wanting to think outside of the square.   Sekshun8 

2.  Did you ever stand by the ocean, close your eyes and breathe deeply, filling your lungs with purity?  This is where The  

Shack takes you.  At times it will bring tears to your eyes, and other times you will laugh aloud.  It will take you to places youôve  
never been before.  Mack will be comforted and healed, despite his justifiable anger, and his eyes become open to the prospect 
of judgement.  His experience will enable him to deal with the reality of his great loss and deepest fear.  True freedom comes 
from facing things we feel we donôt have the courage or strength to face.  This book invites you to the source of dealing with 
the most vile of life-changing events.  It reads like no other book and tells a story you have never heard before.  Enjoy the 
adventure.   Patti 

 3 .  I chose to read The Shack because its popularity leads one to believe it is a life-altering experience.  I just couldnôt get past 

  the formula-style writing.  Itôs almost as if the author has picked up a book on how to write a book, and followed it to the letter. 
 Hero + heart-wrenching trauma + blind faith = happy ending.  There is a certain innocence, hopefully not patronization, on the  

authorôs behalf in not recognizing the readerôs conclusions as to why God is portrayed as an African American woman, Jesus  
as a Middle-Eastern carpenter, and the Holy Spirit as an Asian woman. The idea of women of any race in positions of authority  
isnôt new or controversial.   Why not throw a couple of other genetic mixes in there while youôre at it?  Was this choice of  
characters governed by formula also, in an effort to please, appease, or appeal to a wider audience?  I  finished the book, but  
didnôt find it compelling ï interesting idea though. The reader should remember this is a work of fiction.  Ozmoz    

 

With plots that lend themselves to film, the following novels would be, could be, or should be made into film. 
Read it first at your libraryééé..   

              The Help               Miles from Nowhere 
              By Kathryn Stockett                        By Nami Mun 
              Twenty-two year old Skeeter has returned            Joon is a young Korean immigrant living in the 
  \           home after graduating.  She may have a              Bronx of the 1980s.  Her parents have crumbled 

            degree, but it is 1962, Mississippi, and her           under the weight of her fatherôs infidelity and 
              mother will not be happy until Skeeter is wed.           mental illness has rendered her mother nearly   
              Skeeter would normally find solace with her            catatonic.  So Joon, at the age of thirteen,   
              beloved maid Constantine, the woman who           decides sheôs better off on the road and sets out 

            raised her, but she has disappeared.  Aibileen           on a harrowing and sometimes tragic journey, 
            is a black maid, a wise, regal woman raising           exposing herself to the pain and difficulty of a 

        her seventeenth white child.  Minny, Aibileenôs best friend is short,      life lived on the margins.  Joonôs years on the streets take her from a    
        fat, and perhaps the sassiest woman in Mississippi.  Seemingly as      a homeless shelter to an escort club, through struggles with addiction, 
        different from one another as can be, these women come together         to jobs selling newspapers and cosmetics, committing petty crimes,  
        for a clandestine project that will put them all at risk.            and finally, towards something resembling hope. 
                       

                       

                      The Leisure Seeker                                Three Weeks to Say Goodbye   By C. J. Box 

                   By Michael Zadoorian                  Jack and Melissa McGuane have spent years  
            John and Ella Robina have shared a wonder-           trying to have a baby.  Finally their dream has  
            ful life for more than fifty years.  Now in their            come true with the adoption of their daughter, 
            eighties, Ella suffers from cancer and has             Angelina.  But nine months after bringing her 
            chosen to stop treatment.  John has            home, they receive a devastating call from the 
            Alzheimerôs.                  adoption agency:  the birth father, a teenager,  
            Yearning for one adventure, the self-proclaimed            never signed away parental rights, and he wants 
            ñdown-on-their-luck geezersò kidnap them-           her back.  Worse, his father, a powerful Denver 

       selves from their adult children and doctors who seem to run their        judge, will use every advantage his position affords him to make it 
       lives to steal away from home in Detroit on a forbidden vacation               happen.  When it becomes apparent to Jack and Melissa that there 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780399155345
http://www.amazon.com/Miles-Nowhere-Nami-Mun/dp/1594488541
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       of rediscovery in their ô78 Leisure Seeker RV along the forgotten          is something sinister about the father and son, a horrifying game of 
       roads of Route 66.              intimidation and double cross quickly becomes a death spiral. 

 
Bake  ς Allyson Gofton             3 
The author shares her years of baking experience to create over 150 delicious 

  Kiwi and family favourite recipes.  This book coincides ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ b½ 
  Bake-hŦŦέ, in association with Penguin Publishers, ŀƴŘ tƭǳƴƪŜǘ b½Ωǎ ά!ƴƴǳŀƭ  

Cup 5ŀȅέΦ  !ƭƭȅǎƻƴ ƛǎ travelling to towns throughout the country in May to judge 
  regional bake-offs.   

    
   Beets, Leaves and Limes : Great Salads and Sides  -  Fiona Smith 

       A versatile collection of recipes demonstrating that salads and sides do not  
have to be boring ς for light lunches, substantial meals, buffet or barbecue.   
Recipes include fresh ideas for seasonal side salads, warm sides, main course  
salads, salsas and dips, and relishes, pickles and chutney.  
 

  The New Zealand Seafood Cookbook  -  Auckland Seafood School 
  A collection of tried and true recipes by top chefs from the Auckland Seafood  

School containing an array of delicious dishes that will appeal to those who grew up 
believing fish should be served with chips, and to those who appreciate the tastes  
and flavours of Thai, Chinese, Moroccan, Spanish and Italian seafood cuisine.  

 
         

 
          

      Choosing and Keeping Chickens  -  Chris Graham 
       More and more people, even those in cities, are keeping chickens, tempted by the 
       appeal of eating fresh, free-range eggs.  This comprehensive guide covers every- 
             thing from choosing a breed to ensuring they are happy, healthy and productive. 
       How do I make their house secure?  What if I go on holiday?  Will they get on with my 
       children?  Includes a gallery of 60 of the most popular breeds. 
     Grow it, Cook it  -  Sally Cameron 
         A cookery and gardening book all in one.  Shows the reader how simple it is to grow 

      your own vegetables, fruit and herbs and then create healthy and tasty meals for 
      your family.  Contains 355 recipes, plus how to freeze, bottle and preserve the fruits 
      όŀƴŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎύ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀōƻǳǊΗ  !ƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ Ψ/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ tƭŀȅΩ ǎŜŎǘƛon with fun ideas  
      to introduce kids to planting seeds and turning their produce into meals they will love 
      to eat.  New Zealand publication.   

            Habitat for Humanity : How to Build a House  ς  Larry Haun      
            Step-by-step ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻƴ   
            community home building, Habitat for Humanity International.  The authors have  
            teamed up on a book for anyone who wants to build a simple, energy-efficient home 
            without spending a lot of money.  Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit organization 
            that brings families and communities in need together with volunteers and  
            resources to build decent, affordable homes.  Since 1976, Habitat has built more 

      than 225,000 houses in over 90 countries.  US publication. 
      Off the Radar : A Man, A Pland and a Paddock  -  Te Radar 
      A tie-in book to the television series Off the Radar which follows Te Radar trying to 
      live a completely self-ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ όŀƪŀ ΨǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜΩύ ƛƴ ŀ 
      small community north of Auckland.  The series looks at the challenges of being 
      completely self-sufficient (relying on hunting, growing, fishing), with a small amount 
      ƻŦ ΨƘƻǿ-ǘƻΩ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ς ōǳǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ōǳƳōƭƛƴƎ Ŏƛǘȅ-boy (Te Radar) testing  
      himself and seeing if he can life off the land.  Te Radar has written a series of yarns 
      about events not included in the TV series. 

           Spotted Pigs and Green Tomatoes : A Year in the Life of Our Farm  - Rosie Boycott 
       !ŦǘŜǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDaily ExpressέΣ wƻǎƛŜ .ƻȅŎƻǘǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
       to do next.  A terrible car accident forced her to rethink her life, turning her in a 
       direction she would never have imagined.  Working a small farm in Somerset proves 
       a daunting task, but Rosie and her new husband, Charlie, are determined, and their  

      immersion in rural living, hilarious and profoundly moving, reaps unexpected  
      rewards.  Pigs, ducks and geese are fattened for the butcher; vegetables and cut  
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      flowers are grown for a reluctant marketplace; and the couple discover much about  
      the hard graft of running a smallholding.  They learn too about weightier issues that 
      affect the local community of Illminster, particularly the new supermarket that threatens the soul of  
      the local town centre.  And Rosie finds recovery finds recovery in the rhythms of the seasons. 
 

 

          
Boy on a Wire                 Mountain Madness :     Not Without You 

       Jon Doust                              Scott Fischer, Mount     Alan & Irene Brogan 
      Perth, 1960: For                Everest & a Life Lived     Not long after Alan 
       Thomas Muir - cool                on High - Robert      and Irene became 
       and steady ς life is a                Birkby - Climber, Scott     best friends at 
       thing that goes on                CƛǎŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ      Rennie Road Child- 
     outside him.  But for                  lead him to scale the      ǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
       his brother, hot-                highest and most      were forcibly sep- 
       headed Jack ς                  treacherous peaks.     arated.  Together, 

     believer in honesty                                   Best known as one of                                 seven-year-old Alan 
          and justice ς life must be wrestled to      the guides who perished near the             and nine-year-old Irene coped  
          ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘΦ  WŀŎƪ aǳƛǊΩǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ      summit of Everest during spring of           with the cruelty of the home until 
          survival and his coming of age in a          1996, he became a symbol of audacity,   Alan abruptly disappeared.  
          ōƻȅǎΩ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ school are sharply           hubris, and the limits of human                  Forty-five years later, they  
          revealed here.                  endurance.  An in-depth portrait.       reunited and fell in love. 
                          Out of the Blue:    Sins of the Father          Walking in Light                        
An Australian Story             Fleur Beale      Kelvin Cruickshank  
               of Courage and    Charismatic, driven      As a child, Kelvin 
               Survival  ς R.M. Winn   and self-righteous,     saw, heard and felt 
               Happily married with   Neville Cooper set up     spirits, but had no 
               adult children, Ryle    his brand of Christian      idea what it meant. 

             Winn bought his own    utopia on earth: a rec-     He believed every- 
               cattle property.     lusive community on     body could see and 
               Equally at home   the West Coast of NZ.     talk to ghosts.  He 
               running brumbies or   For the 400 inhabit-                  describes his early 
           defending dispossessed property ants of Gloriavale, his word is law.        days growing up in an isolated 
           owners in court, Ryle was used to Phil Cooper, as headstrong as his             rural environment to travelling  
           expecting the unexpected, but he father, had to ŜǎŎŀǇŜΣ ōǳǘ tƘƛƭΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ      the world as an acclaimed  
           ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ōǊŀƛƴ ǘǳƳƻǳǊΦ Sandy, was bound to the will of Neville.   psychic investigator. 
 
 

 
Alex & Me  -  Irene M. Pepperberg 

      No-one had any concept of the depth of parrot intelligence until the author began to work with an 
  African grey parrot named Alex.  He learned hundreds of words and acquired such higher-level  

cognitive abilities as difference and absence.  Alex was capable of thought and intention.  He  
was jealous when Pepperberg paid attention to other parrots, or even people.  He liked to show her  
who was boss.  He loved to dance.  The author describes her research with Alex, and the surprisingly deep and  
affectionate relationship she developed with one smart and sassy bird over thirty years.  

      ¢ƘŜ IƻǊǎŜ .ƻȅ Υ ! CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ vǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ IŜŀƭ Ƙƛǎ {ƻƴ   ς Rupert Isaacson 
      When his son Rowan was diagnosed with autism, human rights activist, Rupert Isaacson was devast-  

ated, fearing he would never be able to communicate with his child.  Then two things happened.   
Rowan made an unlikely connection with a group of visiting traditional healers; and Rupert, a life- 
long horseman, went riding with his son.  The improvement each time was so striking that Rupert  
came up with a crazy idea.  There is one place, one culture, in the world where horses and shamanic  
healing intersect.  Why not take Rowan there ς to Mongolia? In Mongolia, the family found undreamed 
of landscapes and people, unbearable setbacks, and advances beyond their wildest dreams. 
A Lion Called Christian -  Anthony Bourke 
In 2008, YouTube.com featured an extraordinary film clip that soon became an internet phenomenon. 
It showed the emotional reunion of two young men and their pet lion, Christian, after they had left 
him in Africa with Born FreeΩǎ DŜƻǊƎŜ !ŘŀƳǎƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ Ψ!ŎŜΩ .ƻǳǊƪŜ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ wŜƴŘŀƭƭ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ  
Australia in 1969 and bought a boisterous lion cub in Harrods. When Christian grew too big, a  
chance meeting led to him being flown to Kenya and placed under the expert care of Adamson. 
Ace and John did not return to see him for a year. 


